DONATION OF THE BUST OF YURI GAGARIN TO THE
SMITHSONIAN NATIONAL AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM

In April of 2016, the world celebrates the 55th anniversary of the first human
spacefight. On Aprl 12, 1961, Russian cosmonaut Yur Alexeyevich Gagarin made
his orbital space fiight in Vostok-1 and safely returned fo Earth.
Russian
the U.S. and Rossofrundichesto have inifiated a donation of a bust of Yuri Gagarin
fo the Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum. The donation is sponsored by
the Infernational Charitable Fund “Dialogue of Cultures - United World."
The bust of Yuri Gagarin was created by Russian sculptor Aleksey Leonov.
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Between 2005 and 2016, he has had over one hundred personal exhibitions in Russia,
world over.
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The Carmel Institute of Russian Culture and History at American University,

Washington, DC will set in perpetuity is educational mission through film screenings,

musical concerts, educational grants, trips to Russia, museum talks, and

With over

5,000 attendees over the past four years, our program will now expand to

include direct student exchanges with MGIMO-University and the Higher School of

Economics in Russia. We will offer cours d the rich h

s on cultural diplomacy

‘mutual enrichment between the US. and Russia. The Carmel Institute supports Russian
language study and new courses on Russian literature, film, culture and history at
American University. College students from universities in the Washington Metropolitan

area participate in all Carmel Institute events.

IRC students on Sparrow Hills in Moscow, July 2014.

www.american.edu/carmel
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55™ ANNIVERSARY OF GAGARIN’S SPACE FLIGHT

On April 12, 2016, we commemorated the 55"

Anniversary of mans fi

. The spacecraft
Vostok piloted by Yuri Gagarin orbited our planet and
successfully brought the cosmonaut back to Earth after
108 minutes in space.

Yuri Gagarin was born on March 9, 1934, in the Russian
region of Smolensk. While a student, he joined the Air
Force Amateur Club and learned to fly a light airg
Upon graduation, he devoted his life to- aviation.
In 1957, he graduated from the Orenburg Military
Aviation School and wasassigned to one o the.
Fleet bases. Gagarin loved aviation and it would have
probably kept him busy for the rest of his life had he
not been interrupted by a qualification upgrade course

for young pilots, aimed to teach them the use of “ne

technologies"—no one was u)unl\' talking about space
flights quite y
the frst commonaut unit nd s nense training on
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survive in space and even pe rform asel sk, Afer
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the country and around the globe. Nikita Khrushchey
awarded Gagarin the tie of Hero of the Soviet Union.
That year many newborn baby boys in the USSR were

named Y

On March 27, 1968, Gagarin tragically died while
making a test flight. He was buried in the walls of the
Kremlin in Red Square. A crater on the moon bears
his name, as does Gagarin Square in Moscow with its
soaring monument,along witha number of monuments

1s in ciies throughout Russia. At Baikonur a

by space crews before a launch. In Russia, April 12, the
day of Gagarins historical flight, became a holiday -
Cosmonautics Day

“The 108 minutes Yuri Gagarin spent in space expanded
the boundaries of mankind and opened a new
the history of our planet. American astronaut Neil

Armstrong, the first man who set foot on the Moon
on July 20, 1969, said about Yury Gagarin, “He called
us all into space” Gagarin's flight became a landmark
in mankinds historical development. It reflects the
perpetual need of people to solve the mysteries of
nature and search for nevw living space.
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